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Honourable Premier 

 
INFORMATION REQUESTED AROUND USAGE OF MIOCA BnB/LODGE, WHICH HAS LINKS TO 

EASTERN CAPE MEC FOR TRANSPORT, AS CORONAVIRUS QUARANTINE FACILITY 

 
I have been served with court papers by your Eastern Cape MEC for Transport, Safety and Liaison 

MEC Weziwe Tikana-Gxothiwe in relation to a tweet I posted on 16 April 2020 in reaction to a letter 

(same date) addressed to you, wherein the community of Cala asked about the quarantine site for 

fourteen/eighteen (depending on which source used) people who had tested positive for Covid-19 in 

Cacadu. 

 
As you are aware, the quarantine site I am referring to is Mioca Lodge/BnB in Cala which according to 

MEC Tikana-Gxothiwe is owned by her daughter Ms Kwakhanya Tikana. 

 
After the news broke, several individuals and political parties called upon you to order a proper inquiry 

into this serious case of alleged nepotism and corruption. On 17 April 2020 you chose to deflect the 

matter in a press release, also indicating that “the booking at Mioca BnB has since been cancelled by 

the provincial government. 

 
There are a number of questions that have arisen in the meantime, which I would be happy if your 

office could supply answers to: 

 
1. Was the provincial executive ever involved in the decision-making process that led to the initial 

booking of Mioca Lodge/BnB as a Covid-19 quarantine facility? Could your office please provide 

me with the minutes of all such meetings? 
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2. Can you please confirm your personal knowledge of the decision 

around the quarantine facility, as portrayed in this social media post 

(see left) where it seems as if it went ahead with your full knowledge 

and blessing? 

 
 
3. If all was above board with this entire scenario, why did the provincial 

government decide to cancel the booking as you indicated in your 

17 April 2020 statement?  

 
 

 
4. However, despite this ostensible cancellation, there are allegations (and apparently photographic 

proof) that the fourteen/eighteen Covid-19 infected people were in fact accommodated at Mioca 

Lodge/BnB for a certain period but they were hurriedly and surreptitiously moved to another 

facility. How exactly did this happen, who was involved in the decision-making and how much did 

it cost e.g. to deep clean the facility afterward? Could your office also please provide me with 

printouts of all payments made to any and all service providers in this regard. 

 
5. What were the costs involved in securing Mioca Lodge/BnB as a quarantine facility, and were 

there any costs linked to the cancelation of the booking? Could your office please provide me 

with printouts of all payments made to Mioca Lodge/BnB in this regard. 

 
6. Was Mioca Lodge/BnB properly medically prepared for the major task of the intake of the 

fourteen/eighteen people to be quarantined? Could your office please provide me with printouts 

of payments made to Mioca Lodge/BnB and all other service providers in this regard. 

 
7. Had the provincial administration/departments made use of Mioca Lodge/BnB at any other point 

in time, since it started its operations in 2015, for functions, boarding of guests, or any other 

uses? Could your office please provide the information on which departments this might have 

been and also provide me with printouts of any payments made to Mioca Lodge/BnB in this 

regard. 

 
8. It was reported on 17 April 2020 that the Eastern Cape Health MEC Sindiswa Gomba had denied 

knowledge of the situation (https://www.heraldlive.co.za/news/2020-04-17-health-mec-unaware-

of-cala-quarantine-site/). Is this still her standpoint and if so, why was she not aware at that time 

of the fact that Mioca Lodge/BnB was chosen as a Covid-19 quarantine facility? 

 

9. Whilst MEC Tikana-Gxothiwe has distanced herself from any involvement, it has however been 

alleged that the property on which Mioca Lodge/BnB stands, was owned by the Tikana-Gxothiwe 

family and that it was apparently acquired for the Mioca Lodge/BnB in 2014.  
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Who currently owns the property on which the Mioca Lodge/BnB building stands? Also, was 

MEC Tikana-Gxothiwe involved in any way in securing the property for her daughter’s use and if 

so, in what way? 

 
10. If Ms Kwakhanya Tikana does not own the property on which Mioca Lodge/BnB stands, is she 

paying some kind of compensation for the use of the property, and to whom? 

 
11. To get a structure ready to function as a lodge/BnB, hundreds of thousands of Rands (if not 

more) must be spent to renovate a structure/building to suit its purpose, and to procure furniture 

and other relevant materials. At the time the business was registered, in 2015, Ms Kwakhanya 

Tikana was around 21 years old. How did Ms Tikana secure the necessary funds to get this 

business off the ground and what does it entail e.g. a loan or a generous benefactor? 

 
12. You said in a statement on 17 April 2020 that MEC Tikana-Gxothiwe “…assured me [you] that 

she does not own the BnB at issue, and that the ownership of this business enterprise by her 

daughter was declared as required.” Could you kindly provide me with a copy of this declaration? 

 
The public, by this time, would justifiably have expected you to have ordered an inquiry into the entire 

affair, together with a forensic audit, to answer some of the above questions.  

 
However, since you have not done so, it has resulted in some people, like me, being threatened with 

legal action with attempts being made to gag me, whilst there are legitimate and serious questions that 

requires exhaustive answers.  

 
Whist we appreciate that some of the above questions could possibly be posed directly to 

MEC Tikana-Gxothiwe, I believe that they are pertinent, because these are the questions you should 

be asking as a custodian of public funds who remains answerable to the public. 

 
I sincerely hope that you will make use of this opportunity to cooperate, for if not, I shall have to avail 

myself of the Promotion of Access to Information Act. 

 
Therefore, in the interest of public transparency and to allow me to prepare my defence, I sincerely ask 

that your office provide some answers to the above questions, or that you direct me to the people who 

have them. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr Bantu Holomisa, MP 
UDM President 
 


